
WorldPop: Mapping populations for 
health and development applications 
with a focus on India







¤and with huge 

geographic and 

demographic variations



Uses of small area population data

ÅPlanning elections

ÅCalculating GDP

ÅLocal governance

ÅTraffic planning

ÅFinancial services

ÅDelivering utilities

ÅAgricultural 

subsidies

ÅTaxation

ÅLand use 

management

ÅEnergy strategies

ÅHealth system 

planning

ÅSupply chain 

management

ÅHealth metrics

ÅMeeting SDGs

ÅControlling 

infectious diseases

ÅMeasuring climate 

change impacts

ÅEducation planning

ÅDisaster 

preparedness



How many children are 

in my school catchment 

area? How many do not 

have easy access?

How much vaccine is needed? 

Where? How to deliver?

How many people are moving/migrating? 

How does this change strategies?

How many people are affected by this 

disaster? Where should we deliver aid?



Population counts Population characteristics Population mobility

2011

% below 
poverty 

line

?

Outdated Coarse resolution Lacking





https://blog.google/technology/research/open-buildings-ai-powered-maps-for-a-changing-world/



Residential buildings

Building damage

Land Use/Cover

Infrastructure

Nightlights

Mobility patterns



Vision: A world where everyone, 

everywhere is counted in decision-

making

Mission: Innovative research to 

empower decision-makers to harness 

the power of reliable, inclusive and 

accurate spatial demographic data

-Applied research group of 40 staff

-Geospatial integration methods for 

addressing demographic data gaps
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2025 population projection data


