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Transcript 
Speaker 1: Welcome to the deep dive. Today, we're diving into something really important, 
mapping populations for health and development. We'll be focusing specifically on India, using 
insights from WorldPop. Now just a quick note before we jump in. We aren't real human hosts, 
our insights, they’re AI-derived, based on source material that WorldPop uploaded, and 
crucially, the audio you're hearing, it's been carefully edited, checked and fully validated by the 
experts at WorldPop, so the information is solid. Our source for this deep dive is a set of really 
interesting presentation slides. They're from a talk Professor Andy Tatum gave at the Indian High 
Commission in London. 

Speaker 2: Right. And our mission today really is to unpack why having detailed up-to-date 
population data is just so essential. We're talking everything from public health strategy to, say, 
disaster preparedness, especially in a country, as huge and as diverse as India. 

Speaker 1: Absolutely. India is famously vast, isn't it? You've got these immense populations, 
often packed really densely and then incredible variations geographically, demography. So, what 
does all that complexity, that scale actually mean when it comes to, you know, effective 
governance - planning things out? 

Speaker 2: Well, it means you need really good data. And what's transformative here is this idea 
of using small area population data. It has such broad applications. Think about it. Planning 
elections, calculating GDP figures, local governance, even managing traffic flow or delivering 
utilities like water and power, agricultural subsidies too, and maybe most critically, it's vital for 
planning health systems for trying to control infectious diseases and being ready for disasters. 

Speaker 1: So, this data answers really practical on the ground questions. Like how much 
vaccine do we actually need for this specific community, not just the whole state? 

Speaker 2: Precisely or how many people are moving between areas? That changes your 
strategy completely, right? 

Speaker 1: And after a disaster strikes, where exactly should we be delivering aid to reach the 
people who need it most? 

Speaker 2:  

Yes, those kinds of critical where, and how many questions. But there is a challenge. The 
traditional data sources, like the 2011 census in India, while valuable, they often get outdated 
pretty quickly. And importantly, the data can be quite coarse. It might cover a large area lacking 
the fine resolution you need for really precise planning. 

Speaker 1: OK, so the older data doesn't quite cut it for these very specific localised needs, 
which is where WorldPop comes in, I guess. Their whole vision as I understand it, is about 
making sure everyone, everywhere gets counted in decision making using innovative research to 
fill those gaps. 



 

Speaker 2: That's spot on. WorldPop is essentially an applied research group, about 40 staff 
strong. They use these really clever geospatial integration methods. Basically, they blend 
together different kinds of location data. So, you've got building mapping from satellites. Things 
like the open buildings dataset. 

Speaker 1: Oh yeah, I’ve heard of that. Mapping buildings almost everywhere. 

Speaker 2: Right. It's a great proxy for where people actually live. They combine that with data 
on land use, infrastructure like roads, even nighttime lights from satellites. 

Speaker 1: So, they layer all this different information together. What kind of output do you get 
at the end? Is it just population counts? 

Speaker 2: Oh, much more than that. It's not just how many people but also detailed 
characteristics about those people. You can get estimates of, say, the percentage of people 
below the poverty line in a small area, or the number of people over 65, or women of 
childbearing age - all mapped out. 

Speaker 1: That sounds incredibly detailed. Can you give us a specific example for India? How 
fine grained does it get? 

Speaker 2: Sure, for India they produce population estimates for 2025, right down to a 100 by 
100 metre grid square. Think about how small that is. They also provide estimates for a 5 by 5 
kilometre grid cells and importantly, they include confidence intervals. So, you know how 
certain those estimates are, and this covers all of India's districts. You know, over 780 of them. It 
means planners can see variations within districts, not just the district total. 

Speaker 1: That's fascinating. So beyond just where people are, what about how they move? 
Population mobility is huge in India. Does WorldPop look at that too? 

Speaker 2: They do, and that's a really dynamic part of their work. They analyse movement 
patterns using anonymized, aggregated data from sources like Facebook users who opt in to 
share location history so they can track general movement trends, maybe comparing May to 
November 2024, or looking at how things change between pre COVID times and during 
lockdowns. 

Speaker 1: And why is tracking movement so important? 

Speaker 2: Well, it helps explore links with things like disease transmission. For COVID for 
example, understanding movement helps see how lockdowns might impact spread. It informs 
public health strategies in near real time. 

Speaker 1: And I saw they're even looking ahead, projecting population changes under different 
future scenarios. These shared socioeconomic pathways. 

Speaker 2: Yes, exactly. SSPs, they're called. These are basically different plausible futures 
based on things like economic development, climate change action, urbanisation trends. That 
kind of thing. So WorldPop can model how India's population distribution might look in, say, 
2050 under a scenario of rapid growth versus one with more environmental constraints. Helps 
with long term planning. 

Speaker 1: Right. Stress testing future plans. 



 

Speaker 2: Pretty much at the end of the day, what this deep dive really highlights is how this 
kind of sophisticated spatial demographic data empowers decision makers. It helps them 
tackle really complex challenges by ensuring resources actually go where they're needed most, 
and that strategies are genuinely effective on the ground. 

Speaker 1: It makes abstract problems very concrete. 

Speaker 2: Absolutely. Imagine say a sudden flood. Traditional data gives you a district 
population - this grid data. It could help pinpoint which 100 metre squares likely have the most 
effective people guiding aid much more precisely. It's about the where, and the who. It really 
does transform how we can work towards a more resilient, more equitable future. 

Speaker 1: That's a powerful thought. Imagine the possibilities when every community down to 
the neighbourhood level is properly accounted for in decisions, from vaccines to disaster 
response. You can actually explore this more yourself. Go to worldpop.org, they have loads of 
information, and even open training materials. Thank you for joining us on this deep dive. We 
hope you feel a bit more informed and maybe a little more curious about the invisible data that's 
shaping our world. 


